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  Rimstone Co-operative Ltd,  
Minutes of the 2021 AGM 

Friday 24 September, 8pm, via Zoom  

Meeting was recorded to assist in minute taking.  
Note: these minutes draft until ratified at the 2022 AGM  
1. Meeting opened by Chairman, Darryl Pierce, at 8.10 PM 
Present: Darryl Pierce, Daryl Carr, G. Rhys Maddern-Wellington, Gary Coleman, 
Margaret James, Miles Pierce, Nicholas White, Nigel Cooke, Peter Robertson, Peter 
Stewart, Rhonwen Pierce, Rob Brian, Rudy Frank, Susan White, Tom Aberdeen, 
Greg Leeder, Gerhard Noss, Rex Pilgrim, Mara Silins, Steven Russell.  (20 members)	
Apologies: None received 
2.  Minutes of AGM 2020 
These were available on the Rimstone web site (www.rimstone.org.au) since 11th 
August 2021. 
Motion to accept the report: Moved Nicholas White  Seconded: Miles Pierce 
No chat questions, the Motion was put and carried, no recorded votes against or 
abstentions. 
3. The Annual Report was circulated prior to the meeting. 
3.1 President, Darryl Pierce introduced the report briefly by noting that he had elected 
to stand down after 6-7 years as a Director. He asked the Secretary Nicholas White to 
speak to the report.  
Nicholas White emphasized what was in the report and briefly highlighted that several 
members had died during the year. Monty Russell who had chaired the meetings after 
I resigned having taken on the ASF Presidents position within a month of initiating the 
Co-operative. The Directors have transferred his shares to his son Steven Russell 
who is in attendance at this meeting who we welcome as a member. Geoff Rebecchi 
died  in May 2021 and it was he who facilitated the Co-operatives purchase of the 
Shades of Death cave and property. 
The fencing replacement at the Scrubby Creek Property had taken both considerable 
time but is now complete. Doug Reidy did this with support from BlazeAid. It is in the 
Treasurers report but due to the insurance cover and grants we are not far out of 
pocket. 
Rimstone has had some active research undertaken in Scrubby Creek Cave and 
Shades of Death Cave. Monash Researchers Sean Bay and Rachel Lappan sampled 
soil in the caves for presence of extremophile bacteria capable of obtaining energy 
from hydrogen or methane. Initial results are promising. 
Gary Coleman reported on Homeleigh Maintenance to the effect that Covid had 
interrupted the Internal Toilet-Shower Project which was now ready to complete. He 
noted the skylight replacement which Rudy had measured up. The back veranda 
steps now had a railing but we had replacement steps donated by Peter Robertson 
ready to install. Brendan Brooker with Wayne were to redo the Toilet-Shower Block 
floor with a an epoxy product with a fleck through it when Covid permits. 
The Co-operative received a Bushfire Recovery Grant for the Scrubby Creek Property 
from the East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority which has been used for 
some of the completed fencing and is now also to establish shade trees for the Tufa 
Terrace (pond life is much richer under shade); install a stock watering trough and 
construct a “minimalist track” from carpark to the Tufa Terrace and cave entrance for 
which a Track Supervisor/ Project Manager is needed. 
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With the Shades of Death Property, in conjunction with the underground surveying 
project it is proposed to undertake a Digital GPS survey of the relationship of the 
entrances of caves related to the main Shades of Death Cave. Daryl Carr elaborated 
on his Annual Report stressing the importance of the working bees numerous people 
had assisted with clearing vegetation, with fencing, with the electrical lighting system. 
A number of local residents were shown the cave.  
Motion to accept the Annual Report without the Treasurers Report was Moved 
Darryl Pierce Seconded Gerhard Noss. 
No discussion in the Chat. 
The motion was put and carried with no recorded votes against or abstentions. 
3.2 Treasurers Report 
 
Nigel Cooke referred to the Annual Report and highlighted that we were in a good 
position despite reduced income. He noted that there was outstanding annual 
subscription fees and that the Homeleigh Accommodation income was down 32% 
Again Defense and Latrobe University usage contributed to the Homeleigh income. 
He noted there was no Scrubby lease income as the property was not fenced. 
Fencing expenses of $44,500 was covered by insurance and grants of $37,000. 
Insurance fees are up mostly due to the increased valuation of the Homeleigh 
property. 
 
There are no outstanding liabilities as we have quit the last loan from ASF which 
supported our purchase of the Shades of Death property. 
 
There was a balance of $53,000 of which $15,000 is kept as a reserve. 
 
A motion of acceptance of the Treasurers Report was moved by Nigel Cooke, 
Seconded by Margaret James. 
 
No discussion in the Chat. 
The motion was put and carried with no recorded votes against or abstentions. 

 
4. Elections 
 
The retiring Directors were Darryl Pierce, Nicholas White and Neil Wilson. 
 
Nominations were received by the Secretary from Nicholas White, Neil Wilson and 
Peter Stewart before the closing date for receiving them. 
 
There being no election required they were all declared elected. Peter Stewart was 
welcomed by Darryl Pierce and this was acknowledged by a show of hands from 
members present. 
 
5. No general business was received for the meeting. 
 
Darryl Carr thanked the Directors for their work through the year and for the members 
present at this meeting. 
 
Rhonwen Pierce Moved a motion of thanks to the Directors which was seconded by 
others and motion was carried on a show of hands. 
 
Meeting closed at 9.15 PM. 
 

 


